


and replaced, but this did not
happen. Greim told us in January
1945 that it was too late, and that
Adolf Hitler would never remove
one of his oldest and most loyal
friends from his post. This was
what eventually led to the fight-
ers’ revolt against Goring, and
he threatened to court-martial
me and told Liitzow that he
would be shot for treason. Hitler
ordered me, or rather banished
me, to Italy for my own safety
along with Liitzow, and Trautloft
was sent packing back to the
East. Galland was replaced as
General der Jagdflieger [general
of fighters] by Colonel Gordon
Gollob, who was a competent
fighter and leader, but was a
fervent supporter of Hitler and a
nasty little man who was hated by
almost everyone, including me.
Needless to say, none of us Kom-
modores were very enthusiastic
about it, and we refused to accept
it. All of the leaders remained
loyal to Galland and stayed in
contact with him, which infuri-
ated Gollob and Goring, since it
showed that the highest ranking
and most decorated men in the
fighter force were still going to
do things their way.

WWII: [ have been informed
by all of the alte Karneraden
[old comrades] that Gollob was
an egomaniac who was margin-
ally capable as a leader but did
not gain the trust of his men. Is
that true?

Steinhoff: Well, I will say
this, then I will say nothing else
about Gollob. Losses soared
under his leadership everywhere
he went, much like G6ring in the
first war. He placed leaders in
command of units not because
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of their competence, but
due to their loyalty to the
Nazi Party, which were
very few in the Jagdwaffe
[fighter arm].

WWII: Do you feel
that Galland’s appoint-
ment as general of the

fighters was good for the
service, and if so, why?

Steinhoff: Definitely.
Galland was a very ener-
getic man, a strong leader
and great fighter, successful,
loyal to his men and a most hon-
orable and honest gentleman.
He was never awed by Hitler or
swayed by Goring, and he always
answered truthfully when they
questioned him on any subject,
regardless of how unpopular the
truth might have been. Galland
was a visionary who knew how
to turn the tide in the air war and
how to rebuild the fighter force,
but his standing beside his pilots
against Goring and Hitler, as well
as many others, gave Hitler cause
to replace him, which was a bad
mistake. Honesty in Berlin was
not always fashionable.

WWII: Tell about the occa-
sions on which you met Hitler-
what was your impression of
him?

Steinhoff: I first met Hitler
around September 3, 1942, when
he awarded me the Oak Leaves
[to the Knight’s Cross]. He asked
those of us present about the war,
which we were supposed to be
winning, and what we thought
about the new territory being
incorporated into the Reich in
the east.

I mentioned something to the
effect that “I hope the Fiihrer will
not become too attached to it,

Adolf Hitler at Eichenlaub ceremony for
Luftwaffe aces, 30 October 1942. Here Hitler
shaking hands with Johannes Steinhoff

because I don’t think we will be
taking up long-term residence.”
He looked at me as if he was go-
ing to suffer a stroke. When he
asked me to clarify my statement,
I simply told him that since the
United States had entered the
war, and they, along with Britain,
were supplying Russia, and we
had no method of attacking their
industry beyond the Urals, I did
not think we would keep mak-
ing great gains. He sat silent for
a moment, then said something
like, “We will finish Russia soon,
and turn our attentions to the
West once again. They will see
that supporting Bolshevism is
not to their benefit.” And then we
were dismissed. I met with him
again outside Stalingrad a few
weeks later when he toured the
front. He told me: “Now I have
Russia, now I have the Cauca-
sus. | am going to penetrate the
River Volga; then after that the
rest of Russia will be mine.” 1
remember looking at the others
around us and thinking that this
guy was nuts!

I met Hitler the next time on
July 28, 1944, when I received
the Swords to the Knight’s Cross.
That was a week after the bomb
plot to kill him, and he was not
the same man, perhaps more
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withdrawn and living in a fantasy
where the war was concerned.
All I wanted was to get my med-
als and get the hell out of there.
I could not stand him. Well, the
next time [ was summoned to
Hitler we Kommodores were
in Berlin to meet with him and
Goring just prior to the revolt.
He was pacing back and forth,
mumbling about the weapons
we had, how we would show the
Allies a thing or two, and so on.
It was very depressing to know
that our country was in the hands
of this madman and the lunatics
around him. You know, after the
July 20 plot to kill him, we were
never allowed in his presence
with our side arms, which was a
part of our service uniform. He
trusted no one.

WWII: Do you feel that
Hitler was indifferent to the
plight of his people, the soldiers
and the situation he created for
himself?

Steinhoff: Yes, as you said,
the situation he created for him-
self. He could have cared less
about anyone else. But it was
our fate to pay for his crimes,
and Germany will never live that
down.

WWILI: It is my understanding
that despite the abuses hurled at
the Luftwafte by Goring and Hit-
ler, the fighter force did have sup-
porters among the Wehrmacht.
For instance, General Hasso von
Manteuffel stated many times
that his panzer troops could
have gained nothing if not for
the Luftwaffe and that, without
the industry to produce aircraft
and the schools and leaders to
train new pilots, the war was lost.
Albert Speer also agreed. What is

your opinion?

Steinhoff: They were ab-
solutely correct, but we were
receiving the blame, and most
of it came from Goring, hence
the revolt. He made all of the
grand promises, and he boasted
to Hitler that his men could ac-
complish anything at any time.
Unfortunately, he did not consult
us before he made these grand
overtures.

WWII: What, if any, changes
did you see after the United

States entered the war, and what
was your opinion about it?

Steinhoff: When this hap-
pened we were in the middle of
the first Russian winter, and we
were too busy to think about it. I
was just south of Moscow when |
heard the news. However, it later
penetrated my mind that this was
a decisive step. The Americans
had tremendous willpower and
an unmatched industrial capacity
for building big bombers, fight-
ers, ships and so on. It was more
or less the end of the war--only
time determined how long we
would survive.

WWII: You transferred to the
Western Front after a couple of
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years in Russia and the Mediter-
ranean. How was fighting in the
West then different from your
experiences in 19407

Steinhoff: Well, I can tell you,
as soon as | took over command
of JG.77 I was shot down on
my first mission while attacking
B-24 Liberators, and I knew right
then that it was a totally different
war from 1940. I also realized, as
my plane tumbled out of control
and I took to my parachute for the
first and last time, just how much

Me-262

I had forgotten. It was different
fighting the Soviets as opposed
to the combined British and
American forces, even though
the Soviets outnumbered us even
more. The Western Allies had
improved their already first-rate
equipment. I had also forgotten
how flexible they were and how
they could alter their tactics to
fit the situation and orchestrate
brilliant attacks.

WWII: Why did the high
command not consult the Kom-
modores and fighter leadership,
who had the knowledge and
experience, before implementing
these absurd orders and recom-
mendations?
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Steinhoff: That is a question you historians will
continue to ask long after we are all dead. I think
that the mentality in Berlin was one of pride and
ego. But at that time it was too late anyway.

WWII: From your wide experience, which
aircraft was the most difficult to attack?

Steinhoff: The B-17 Flying Fortress without
a doubt. They flew in defensive boxes, a heavy
defensive formation, and with all of their heavy
.50-caliber machine guns they were dangerous to
approach. We finally adopted the head-on attack
pioneered by Egon Mayer and Georg Peter Eder,
but only a few experts could do this successfully,
and it took nerves of steel. Then you also had the
long-range fighter escorts, which made life dif-
ficult, until we flew the Me-262 jets armed with
four 30mm cannon and 24 R4M rockets. Then we
could blast huge holes in even the tightest forma-
tion from outside the range of their defensive fire,
inflict damage, then come around and finish off the
cripples with cannon fire.

WWII: Please describe your humorous en-
counter with a Lockheed P-38 pilot named Widen
in Italy in 1944.

Steinhoff: This is a good story. I was test-flying
an Me-109 with my aide near our base at Foggia.
This was before I had been exiled from Germany,
during my first tour as Kommodore of JG.77. Well,
we were attacked at low level by a flight of P-38
Lightnings, about 100 American fighters in all, but
the two of us figured, why not attack? We turned
into them, and I flew through their formation going
in the opposite direction, getting good strikes on
a couple of them. I poured a good burst into this
P-38 and the pilot rolled over, and I saw him bail
out. I had this on gun camera also. Well, he was
picked up and made a POW, and I invited him to
my tent for a drink and dinner, as well as to spend
the night. We drank some of the local wine... and
drank and drank. I thought to myself, “What am I
going to do with this guy?” Well, it was long after
midnight, so I lay down in my tent and stretched
my legs so I could reach his head. He woke up and
said, “Don’t worry, I won’t run away, you have my
word as an officer and a gentleman. Besides, you
got me too drunk.” We slept, and he kept his word,
and I never placed a guard on him.

WWII: So you subdued your opponent with
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alcohol?

Steinhoff: Yes, that’s right, and it worked very
well, you know. He was a very likable man, and I
was very pleased to have the victory, but as I told
him, I was even more pleased to see him uninjured
and safe.

WWILI: Of all the Allied fighters you encoun-
tered, which was the most difficult to handle with
a good pilot at the controls?

Steinhoff: The Lightning. It was fast, low
profiled and a fantastic fighter, and a real danger
when it was above you. It was only vulnerable
if you were behind it, a little below and closing
fast, or turning into it, but on the attack it was a
tremendous aircraft. One shot me down from long
range in 1944. That would be the one, although the
P-51 [Mustang] was deadly because of the long
range, and it could cover any air base in Europe.
This made things difficult, especially later when
flying the jets.

WWII: How did you get stuck as the recruiting
officer for JV44?

Steinhoff: Well, after the death of [Walter] No-
wotny, I took over command of JG.7 in December
1944, after the jets were dispersed to individual
wings. I chose various squadron leaders, such as
[Erich] Rudorffer, [Gerhard] Barkhorn, [Heinz]
Baer and others. After Operation Bodenplatte and
the fighters’ revolt, I was, of course, sent back to
Italy and fired from my job with the jets. Galland
recalled me when he had permission from Hitler to
create his own “Squadron of Experts,” which was
not the original intent, but this is the way it worked
out. Galland gave me full authorization to scrounge
and recruit the best pilots possible. I went to every
bar and recreation hall, even a few hospitals and
forward units, until I had about 17 or so volunteers,
with more on the way. The list was impressive, and
among this group were two or three inexperienced
jet pilots, but they showed promise.

WWII: So the Squadron of Experts was just
that?

Steinhoff: Yes, most of us had many kills, and
nine of us had over 100 victories, and a couple,
such as Baer, had over 200, and Barkhorn had 300.
Everyone except a couple had the Knight’s Cross
or higher decorations and hundreds of missions,
and most were senior officers led by a squadron
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leader with the rank of lieutenant general. It was
quite a unit, and I don’t think there will ever be
another one like it.

WWII: Were the tactics pretty much the same
with JV44 as with JG.7, or were there differences
in attack strategy?

Steinhoff: Pretty much the same, I would say.
The only significant difference was that we could
pretty much create our own tactics on the spot to
counter any new threat, whereas in conventional
units you had to wait for a recommendation to be
approved, and then the tactics authorized, which
wasted valuable time. We found that attacking from
the flank, entering the enemy formation from the
side and attacking with rockets, brought many good
results. It was like blasting geese with a shotgun.
Attacking from the rear was also good, although
targets offered a lower profile. When attacking
from the side, we would lead the bombers a little,
fire the rockets, then pull up or away and swing
around for a rear pass on the survivors, where
we fired our 30mm cannon. This would shred the
bombers’ wings or explode their bombs. Against
fighters, one cannon shell was usually sufficient
to bring it down.

WWII: Do you feel that the Me-262, if pro-
duced in larger numbers earlier, would have had
any effect on the war?

said that even though arguments could be made in
favor of its use as either a fighter or a bomber, it
should have been focused on as a fighter so late in
the war. How do you feel about that debate?

Steinhoff: It was only possible to use the jet
airplane as a fighter, as Galland was able to prove
later in the war. This is right, because it was too
late.

WWII: What did you think of the possibility
of Heinrich Himmler and the SS taking over the
operational control of the jets?

Steinhoff: Oh, yes, we were aware of this, but
that was an insane idea. That was nonsense, it
was not possible. The training time required and
the personnel made it unfeasible. It was simply
nonsense.

WWII: After the fighters’ revolt, how did the
fighter pilots feel about the war? What was their
morale like?

Steinhoff: Gunther Liitzow, Galland, Traut-loft
and myself, as well as many others, were deeply
involved. We were upset because the Lufiwaffe was
torn to pieces. Morale was very poor, Galland was
standing all alone, and the importance of the fight-
ers was negligible. It was a very bad time.

WWII: How many times were you shot down
during the war?

Steinhoff: This is a
very good and difficult
question. Even if the
jets were built in greater
numbers, we did not
have the trained pilots,
or even the fuel. It was
too late in the war, and
we could not win. How-
ever, if we’d had the jets
in 1943, things would
have been different, I am
sure, but that was not to
be. That was our fate.

WWII: I spoke to
Hajo Herrmann, who
thought that the debate
over the Me-262 between
bomber and fighter com-
mands was nonsense. He
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Steinhoff: 1 was shot down
12 times. In the 13th incident I
almost died from a crash.

WWII: How many times did
you bail out?

Steinhoff: 1 only bailed out
once. I never trusted the para-
chutes. I always landed my dam-
aged planes, hoping not to get
bounced on the way down when
I'lost power. I was wounded only
once lightly, but never seriously
until my crash.

WWII: Tell us about that
near-fatal crash.

Steinhoff: Many writers have
covered that, but hardly anyone
ever asked me about it, except
for Raymond Toliver, so here is
the true story. I was taking off
in formation on April 18, 1945,
for my 900th mission. Galland
was leading the flight, which
included Gerhard Barkhorn,
[Klaus] Neumann, [Eduard]
Schallmoser, [Ernst] Fahrmann
and myself. We were to fly for-
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mation and engage an
American bomber for-
mation. Our airfield
had suffered some
damage over the last
several days due to
Allied bombing and
strafing attacks, and
as my jet was pick-
ing up speed, the left
undercarriage struck
a poorly patched cra-
ter. I lost the wheel,
and the plane jumped
perhaps a meter into
the air, so I tried to
raise the remaining
right wheel. I was too
low to abort takeoff,
and my speed had
not increased enough
to facilitate takeoff. I knew as I
came toward the end of the run-
way that I was going to crash.
The 262 hit with a great thump,
then a fire broke out in the cock-
pit as it skidded to a stop. I tried
to unfasten my belts when an
explosion rocked the plane, and |
felt an intense heat. My 24 R4M
rockets had exploded, and the
fuel was burning me alive. I re-
member popping the canopy and
jumping out, flames all around
me, and I fell down and began to
roll. The explosions continued,
and the concussion was deafen-
ing, knocking me down as I tried
to get up and run away. I cannot
describe the pain.

WWII: After you escaped
from the plane, you were taken
to the hospital?

Steinhoff: Yes, sure. They
thought I would die. Even the
surgeons had no idea that [ would
survive, but I tricked them.

WWII: For years afterward

you continued to have surgery
to correct the damage. Could you
tell us about that?

Steinhoff: In 1969 a British
doctor, a plastic surgeon, made
new eyelids for me from the
skin on my forearm. From the
time of the crash until this time
I could not close my eyes, so
I wore dark glasses to protect
them. I had dozens of surgeries
over the years, and I recently
had a heart bypass, as you know,
which delayed our interview. |
am now full of spare parts, you
could say.

WWII: You still meet fre-
quently with many of your friends
and former enemies. Do you look
forward to these gatherings?

Steinhoff: Yes. [ used to meet
with [Douglas] Bader, [Rob-
ert Stanford] Tuck and Johnny
Johnson quite frequently, as well
as many American aces such as
[Francis] Gabreski, [Hubert]
Zemke and others. We are all old
men, wiser and appreciative that
no one holds anyone to blame
for anything. We are a small
fraternity, and we are all good
friends.

WWII: How many victories
did you have confirmed during
the war?

Steinhoff: I had 176 victories,
with seven in the jet.

WWII: Well, all of your old
comrades and former enemies
respect you greatly, including
Hajo Herrmann, who came to see
you in the hospital after the crash.
You knew him, didn’t you?

Steinhoff: Yes, I met him
once or twice. I knew who he
was. He was a good man.

WWILI: You finally retired in
the 1970s after many decades
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of service. How did you get in-
volved with the Bundesluftwaf
fe after the war?

Steinhoff: That is a long story,
but a good one. I spent two years
in the hospital after the crash,
and I was still in my bed when |
was approached by Trautloft and
others. They convinced me that |
could do much more outside the
hospital than inside, so I decided
to once again wear a uniform.
The Communist threat was still
a large factor, and as years went
by we saw the Cold War more
clearly than you in America did.
It was right next door to us.

WWII: You have written
several successful books about
the war, and you are internation-
ally famous and highly respected.
How do you spend your time
today in retirement?

Steinhoff: I used to go on
many speaking engagements,
traveling as you know to all
of the seminars, speaking to
young people and telling them
about what we did. I like meet-
ing young people. They are the
future, and we should take care
of them.

WWII: Soon you will cel-
ebrate your 80th birthday. What
advice do you have for the
younger generations today?

Steinhoff: Oh, that is a very
good question. I would tell them
this: Love your country and fight
for your country. Believe in truth,
and that is enough. #

Gen. Johannes Steinhoff, 80, Dies;
Helped Rebuild German Air Force

By WOLFGANG SAXON, The New York Times
Published: February 23, 1994

Lieut. Gen. Johannes Steinhoff, one of the Luftwaffe’s fighter
aces of World War II and a mover in rebuilding the postwar Ger-
man military under NATO auspices, died on Monday in Bonn. He
was 80 and lived in nearby Bad Godesberg.

The cause was complications of a heart attack he suffered in
December, his family said.

Born in a village near Rossleben in what is now the state of
Saxony-Anhalt, General Steinhoff joined the military as a naval
cadet in 1934 but moved to the Luftwaffe two years later. In the
war he flew almost constantly in Russia, Africa and Sicily, and
finally over Germany itself. Awarded the Iron Cross

He was decorated with nearly every medal for bravery, includ-
ing the highest order of the Iron Cross. As the leader of a fighter
squadron, he downed 176 Allied planes and was himself shot down
12 times. At the end of the war he was severely injured in the crash
of a new Messerschmitt-262 jet fighter he was flying when the
landing gear collapsed on touchdown in Munich. His injuries left
his face permanently disfigured.

General Steinhoff kept a contemptuous distance from Air
Marshal Hermann Goring and the Nazi hierarchy, who had him
demoted to squadron pilot. After the war he took civilian jobs
until he rejoined West Germany’s reviving air force as a colonel
in 1952. He gained a reputation as an intelligent, blunt-spoken
commander.

He held responsible positions in the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization and in 1966 took charge of the West German Air Force,
which he built it into a NATO showpiece within years.

His success led to his appointment in 1971 as chairman of the
alliance’s military committee. Other NATO commanders respected
him for putting the alliance’s overarching objectives above national
interests, including Germany’s.

After retiring from his NATO command in 1974, General
Steinhoff became a widely read author of books on German mili-
tary aviation during the war and the experiences of the German
people at that time. He also became a watercolorist, and chairman
of Germany’s Dornier Aviation.

General Steinhoff is survived by his wife, Ursula; a daughter,
Ursula Bird of Colorado Springs; a son, Dr. Wolf, of Hoxter, Ger-
many; a brother, Bernd, of Columbus, Ohio; two sisters, Greta
Zehender and Lotte Hahn of Germany, and four grandchildren. His
son-in-law, Michael C. Bird, is a Republican State Senator and a
candidate for Governor in Colorado. #
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Book
Corner

with Mary Nell Roos

Mary Nell jmnroos@yverizon.net 804-966-1445

Feedback about the first Book Corner and the
previous Beachbell came from Marion Sea-
man, widow of Robert Seaman 704th Pilot:

“Hi, couldn’t put the Beachbell Echo down
until I read it all. Really grabbed my attention
this month.

My favorite WWII books are -

An Army At Dawn by Rick Atkinson. Covers
the Mediterranean and European Theaters in World
War II.

In reading this I used two bookmarks - one for
where I was reading and the second for the map
so I could follow where the troops were. Made me
wonder how we won the war, but my B-24 pilot
husband [now deceased] said the Allies made fewer
mistakes. This book tells more of Eisenhower while
at Gibraltar and the conquest of Africa .

The Wild Blue by Stephen E. Ambrose. Basi-
cally a story about George McGovern but defi-
nitely can relate to the B-24 and the men who flew
them

Calculated Risk by Jonna Doolittle Hoppes.
Jonna tells a delightful story about her grandparents
and their life. General Doolittle had several Mas-
ter’s degrees and as ‘spur of the moment’ type of
person, really had a head on his shoulders and came
out ahead. Doolittle was recalled to service because
he was the man for the job to be done - and he did
it. Bombed Japan in April of 1942 and realizing the
experienced pilots return from missions, increased
the missions fro 25 to 35. Of course, much to to
dismay of the about to be completed pilots.

The Bitter Woods-The Battle of the Bulge by
John S.D. Eisenhower. Wonderful story by Eisen-
hower covering from General Eisenhower to squad
leaders. Answers questions one may have.”

Thanks, Marion for the comments.
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As promised in the last Book Corner, here are
some titles and brief synopses of the contents
of books that reference the 446th, mostly in a
small way. Some will have only a mention of the
Group as part of a larger story or an interview by
a Buckaroo, and a couple have stories of some of
our members and their crews. There are pictures
of our planes in several, and of the base at Bungay,
These titles are all in my own personal library, so
please share with me other titles you may know and
we will print their names in the next Book Corner.
I have not included those books that are exclusive
to the 446th, those are for another issue.

“Log of the Liberators” by Steve Birdsall - The
subject matter is dedicated to B-24 Groups and
their crews. Floyd Griesinger and his 704th crew
flying “Henry’s Pride” tell the story of their har-
rowing first mission. “Fearless Freddie” and the
shooting down of Col. Crawford are covered plus
several pictures of 446th Liberators.

“From Somewhere In England The Life and
Times of 8th AF bomber, fighter and ground crews
in WWII” by D.A. Lande — This covers both B-24
and B-17 men and their bases. There is text but
primarily black and white and colored pictures.
Bungay and the 446th gets good coverage in this
book in both mediums.

“Final Flights” by lan McLachlan with the
sub-title “Dramatic wartime incidents revealed by
aviation archaeology” — Crash sites, both known
as to location and those found much later are the
subject of this book. The story and picture of the
Case crew crash at the end of the main runway
at Flixton are briefly covered (my uncle’s death).
Planes and the bodies of those heroes from WWII
are still being discovered as the years have rolled
by. These discoveries are the result of the work
done by aviation archaeologists.

“Fortress Without A Roof” sub-title is “The
Allied Bombing of the Third Reich” by Wilbur H.
Morrison - One would think this book is about
B-17 Fortresses but the title came from a statement
by President Franklin Roosevelt. “Hitler built a
fortress around Europe, but he forgot to put a roof
on it.” Bill Cagney, Navigator on the 705" Melvin
Beyer’s crew gives us a detailed account of two

Continued on page 20
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Historian’s
Report

By Bill Davenport

‘ N J e hope you have had a great and healthy
summer. Jean fell in early May and after

12 weeks hospitalized she is now home and, on
oxygen undergoing a physical therapy program to
restore shoulder range of motion and strength.

As you will note the number of inquires is down
but remains important to those who ask. So chime
in when you can.

M.E. “Bud” Willis Pilot, Son Dan Willis, 2987
Roundhill Road, Alamo, CA 94507 looking for
info.

T/Sgt. John J. Vosler, KIA, Son James Vossler,
13507 Pallwood Lane, Cypress, TX 77429 would
like info.

F.O. Earl Holderman, KIA, Nephew Dan
O’Donnell,4400 Alafaya Trail, MCQ3-47, Or-
lando, FL 32826-2399, would like to know more.

Howard M. Rader Crew Member, Grandson
Geoftrey Garst, 1800 Granby Court, Aurora, CO
80011. Any stories?

706th Bomb Squadron Patch History, Lt/Col.
Dean Caldwell, 4325 Plattsburg Ave, Bldg. 334
S327, Nellis AFB, NV 89191. The 706th is now
a fighter squadron at Nellis and they would like to
learn of the history of their emblem or patch.

Raymond Desnoyers, Nephew Pete Desnoy-
ers, 413 Pattton Lane, Virginia Beach, VA 23452.
His uncle passed July 26, 2011, any WW 2 info
appreciated.

Memorial Day Wreathe Laying at WPAFB.

The passing of Barney Frisch our WPAFB Me-
morial Plaque Representative led to doubt about
the 2011 wreathe laying. However I was happy to
find that this had occurred and that a new troop
has taken the responsibility. Troop 307th Miami
Valley Boy Scouts Council is to be commended.
Hopefully some member in the Dayton area will
be the association contact.
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Historian’s Musings

On the evening of our President’s fiftieth birth-
day I was dozing in front of the TV when I heard a
replay of a remark by him. Comparing the raucous
about his birth place and certificates to the famous
UFO story, “The Roswell Incident”.

This involves one of the 446th noted lead pilots,
Pappy Henderson and is preserved in Casten’s
“446th Revisited” on pages 285 and 286.

Over the years since the “Revisited” publication
I have had a number of requests for copies from
Hollywood types. Check it out.

446 Wine

Viv Owen a long time friend of ours arrived
as this copy was being prepared. I have a gift for
Bill. A wine bottle labeled “446”. This had ap-
peared at the Orange County Fair wine exhibition
this week.

Even this wine helps the association in its stated
purpose, To perpetuate the memory of the 446th
Bombardment Group.

Keep tuned to Beachbell

he memory of the 446th BG is recognized

by others, through a host of monuments and
memorials as remembrances to its deeds during
World War II.

These range from the simple plaque in the old
base Airmen’s Mess building now the lunch room
for employees of the business using some of the
old Quonset structures to artistic monuments of
metal and stone. Station 125 Airmen’s Mess by
Ross Poultry Ltd.

The Netherlands

Eemnes, A stone and cast bronze monument in
a park adjacent to the city hall to the 706th BS
Quinn crew of “Satan’s Little Sister” that was lost
November 21, 1944 in the Zuider Zee.

Barendrecht, A stone monument in central plaza
of'the old city to the 705th BS Laloie crew of “Pin-
up Girl” that crashed nearby on April 5, 1945.This
was the last group combat loss.

Soesterberg, A large impressive monument of
stone base and aluminum representing the “Miss-
ing Man” formation dedicated to all Allied B-24

Continued on page 21
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Book Corner — Continued from page 18

missions by the 446th and the experience of his crew and others.

“Home By Christmas” by Martin W. Bowman - One of the chapters
is of Lt. William Bailey’s crew of the 448th at Seething on the 12 June
1944 mission and subsequent crash. The Evaders in the crew saw
the burning wreckage of a 446th plane, which was most likely that of
Wilbur Turner. Several members of this 705th crew were KIA and
others were able to evade. The 446th was not the focus of the story
but was referenced as it was told.

“Fields of Little America” by Martin Bowman, subtitled “An illus-
trated history of the 8th Air Force 2nd Air Division 1942-1945” — The
B-24 Groups made up the 2nd Air Division. The history, missions
and events of these groups are covered in this book. There are many
pictures of 446th planes, pictures of Bungay, and of our men as there
are of the other Liberator groups.

“D-Day Bombers: The Veterans’ Story” by Stephen Darlow - This
is the most recently published of the listed titles above. Stu Merwin,
Radio Operator on Charlie Ryan’s 704th crew was interviewed. You
will recall Ryan’s “Red Ass” was the lead plane for the 8th over Nor-
mandy.

I'looked on Amazon for each title and was amazed that all were still
available, though most were “out of print”. The prices were all over
the map. “Log of the Liberators” and “Fields of Little America” had
the highest price tag, but were also available from some book sellers
at most reasonable prices. [ was amazed that “Fields” was available
at all. I know several years ago one of our members paid a hefty
price for it on E-Bay.

To look for yourselves, google Amazon, select books, type in the
title and author. You will see many book sellers listed for each book,
each with different prices.

My current read is “The Monuments Men” by Robert M. Edsel.
The subtitle 1s “Allied Heroes, Nazi Thieves, and the Greatest Treasure
Hunt in History”. The 350 or so men and women from thirteen nations
served in Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives section (MFAA). Hitler
and his cronies were seizing and transporting the great treasures of the
world in the occupied countries to the Third Reich. Many art curators
and museum officials in Britain and the United States began a move
to form a way to combat this and save these treasures. The majority
of those serving with MFAA were experienced in the cultural art field
and were older, likely would not have served in any other way. Hitler
had special underground vaults built to hold these priceless pieces and
purposed if Germany lost the war, they would be destroyed. If I can’t
have them, no one else will.

And so, the hunt was on throughout Europe as the Allies rolled
over the occupiers. Thanks to this unique “band”, mankind can still
bask in the glory of such works as the works of Michelangelo and
DaVinci’s Last Supper.

Harlie Glen Turner
Continued from page 7

While I was back in the
states and away from combat,
it wasn’t long before the war
turned in our favor. Germany
finally surrendered on May 7,
1945. On August 6, and August
9, 1945, atomic bombs were
dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki Japan. Japan sur-
rendered a few days later on
August 14, 1945. The war was
finally over!

My brother Donnie survived
the war in the South Pacific.
We had both made it! What a
celebration we had since both
Donnie and [ were safely home
and once again together with
our family.

After the war, I flew many
missions on a B-29 aircraft. |
served in the air force for 26
years and retired as a Chief
Master Sergeant.

After I retired from the ser-
vice, I settled down in Dubuque,
Iowa. Once in Dubuque, I
was hired as a foreman at the
Dubuque Packing Plant.

After retirement from the
Dubuque Packing Plant, I re-
mained in Dubuque where I
have enjoyed being with my
family, fishing and hunting,
playing cards, and a good cold
beer from time to time.

You can read more about Harlyn
Turner and his interesting family on
a webiste created by his grandson
Dave Keck. Check out: http://www.
angelfire.com/ia2/hgturner/index.
html. You can contact Harlyn thru

Dave Keck at dave.keck@cesco.
com. #
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Historian —cContinued from page 19

Liberator crews. The crew photo
of “Connie” is etched in the base.
“Connie” was flown by the 707th
BS Nicholson crew that crashed
near Schipul, on June 21, 1944.
The monument is located at the
Royal Dutch Aviation Museum.

Rijswijk, a stone monument
topped with a B-24 propellor
blade is located in a park near
the site of the crash of “Lil’
Max”. The Gill crew of the 705th
BS was aboard, September 26,
1944.

France

Schoneck, The 706th BS crew
of “Ginger” is remembered by
a large red granite monument in
the park adjacent to the city hall
and near their crash location on

August 26, 1944. (West Virginia
USA, A highway bridge has been
named for a “Ginger” KIA crew
member Sgt. Jack W. Station.)

Barenbach, The 707th BS plane
“Rough Buddy” flown by the
Lloyd crew crashed nearby in
the mountains on September 10,
1944. They are recognized on a
granite stone monument in the
yard of the city hall.

Marcilac, The Frascati 706th
BS crew flying “Devil Dream”
crashed near this village and is
remembered by a large white
stone monument at a road inter-
section. They were shot down
on the group’s sixth mission,
December 31, 1943

Iles de Chaussey, “Daisy May

Scraggs” of the 704th BS flown
by the Ogden crew was ditched
off shore of Granville, June 7,
1944. The survivors were rescued
by fishermen from this island. A
gigantic stone of granite has been
carved recognizing the crew.

The ABSA (Association Brittney
Souvineir Aeren) wants to put
up a monument to the Wilber
H. Turner crew of the 705th BS
B-24 42-94859 that crashed near
Les Brieux on June 12, 1944.
Survivers and or close relatives
are sought. Please contact me for
further information. No Ameri-
can funds are sought. The same
as most local crew memorials
have been funded by appreciative
locals. #

Remembering My War
Lt. Col. Paul E Armentrout USAF Ret.

“Remembering My War” is the story of Lt. Col Armentrout’s service and experiences dur-

ing WWII, beginning with his training as an AAC cadet
through his 30 missions as a B-24 Liberator Pilot.

Paul and his crew were members of the 8" AF 446
Group, 706" Sq. The last 15 missions were flown as a Lead
Crew. After the war, he was a member of the Air Force
Reserve from 1946 to 1980.

Oliver North, upon receiving this book and then reading
it, invited Paul and the remaining crew members to be part
of his War Stories documentary, “B-24 Bomber Boys”.
The hour program was filmed in Nov 2005 at the Air Force
Museum in Dayton. It was shown on the Fox News chan-
nel Feb. 2006 as part of the War Stories series.

This 131 page 8 by 11 soft cover book can be ordered for
$20 plus $5 shipping and handling from the following:

Lt. Col. Paul Armentrout

375 NW Jasper #16
Dallas, OR 97338
Phone no. 503-831-1132, email: armtroutS@msn

B-2¢ Bonber Fitot

/@/r{@/r{feﬁ/}gx /”/ War

by L2, Col, Fudd £ Armentront
USAF Retired
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lan Hague of the Norfolk Suffolk museum at Flixton
Ahas, through the years, been given many pictures by

our members. He has made a small 60 page book of
this photographic collection. In his words, “I have attempted to
portray a day to day existence of all serving at Flixton”. The
costis $15 and includes postage. Checks should be made to
Adam Smith, the American distributor. The book titled “The
446™ Bomb Group in Suffolk” will be available in October.

The American distributor is:
Adam Smith
2398 S. Cannon Drive, Apt 303
Mount Prospect, IL 60056
847-357-8821,
raflad@comcast.net

I have received a copy from Alan and am impressed with
the job he has done. The pictures and text flow in story fashion.

By Peter Bodie & Alan Hagwe

It would be a good addition to your 446th library.

Mary Nell

“Me, Mom and WWII”

1 Pishioneri’s book titled, “Me, Mom and

WWII” has been published by Author-
House. His service was as a 707" ball turret
gunner and armourer on the Robert Powell crew.
The following is about the book:

“Hanging beneath a B-24 Liberator in flight,
in—40 to 60 degrees below zero weather, bring-
ing his own oxygen and heat with him in this
hostile environment; a moving target for enemy
fighters, gives one a unique perspective from
which to ponder who and what it’s all about.

The author, a veteran of 35 bombing mis-
sions over occupied Europe during World War
I, recalls his experiences illuminated by the
insight of a Bachelor of Science in American
History and 37 Y4 years of teaching Social Stud-
ies. A veteran storyteller and talented artist, he
weaves his story by chronicling the historical
events and personal experiences of his service
life between the actual letters he wrote home
that were preserved for him by his mother. His
original sketches further enrich the tapestry of

this unique histori-

cal remembrance of | ¥ 5 =
one soldier’s tour of ‘M -

' e, Mom, and
duty in WWIL” y :

A review of
Al’s book states -
“MR. PISHIONERI
WEAVES A GREAT
STORYTHATBRINGS
YOU THROUGH THE
TIMES WHEN ‘LOVE
OF FAMILY’ AND
‘LOVE OF COUNTRY’ MEANT THE WORLD TO
THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA.”

The book can be ordered from the Author-
House Bookstore. The Book Order Hotline
number is 1-888-280-7715. The email address
is bkorders@authorhouse.com. It can also be
special ordered from Amazon.com, Barnes &
Noble, Borders and other book stores. A further
note from AuthorHouse is to state the book is
Print-On-Demand. The Beachbell editors do

not have a price.

World War 11

Albert F. Pishioneri

22

Beachbell Echo, Vol 26, No 3, September, 2011




TIME FOR
2012 DUES

ncluded with this issue of the BeachBell is the annual dues remittance envelope.

As always, your support of the 446™ Association guarantees the ongoing benefits
of being a member. Dues are $20 annually and includes 4 quarterly issues of the
newsletter, a complete roster every other year and valuable information for attending
the reunion among the benefits.

Should you have any questions regarding your membership, please contact:
James Duckworth at 704-263-8879, e-mail: colduck(@netzero.net, or drop a note to
me at 629 Mariposa Road, Stanley, N.C. 28164.

Taking care of dues now will mean one less item to consider during Christmas time
and income tax time. We look forward to your continuing fellowship!

CapS 9 S h il" tS ’ Item Size Comments

Cap Adjustable | $15
S T-Shirt Small $15
N
& PatCh es ii\ Medium “
-, N/
Large
X Large
o XXL
@ XXXL 320 | Special Order
Polo Shirt Small 335
e e (plain navy | Medium $35
TO or d er: shirt with sm | Large 335
Pay by check or money order made out to: pocker 446 | X Large 833
446" Bomb Group patch) XXL, XXXL | 335
Patches 446th $10

Send payment and order details to:

Beverly Tucker 704th Sq 310
2210 Englewood Avenue 705th Sq 810
Durham, NC 27705 706th Sq $10
If questions: call: 919-280-1249 or 707th Sq 310
email: b.t@mindspring.com Window Decals 85
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Deceased Notification Program

Phone

251-267-3879
907-277-7887

State/Zip Area Coordinator

Alabama Tim Taylor

Alaska Jerry Ganopole

Arizona

Arkansas

California ............cccccvvvvviviviiiiiiiiiii

90045-91780
92014-92383
92388-93433
93446-95223
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

Keith L. Babcock
Bill Davenport

John Sampson
Walter Stelkovis

619-444-4714
714-832-2829

303-932-9932
203-397-2464

Florida ........ccooooiiiiiiee e,

32008-32725
32726-33138
33301-33853

33904-34982
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho

Max Minear
John W. Hill
Bruno L. Barbi
Betty McMahon
Link Veazey
John T. Goss
Paul Kelly

386-775-3516
727-522-2412
813-465-5075
941-625-0370
770-972-5883
808-732-3653
208-432-5265

THHNOIS. ...

60004-60558
60611-62946
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts

Cal Chany

Ted Tate

847-255-7325

301-775-2291

Michigan ..........ccoooviiiiiiii e,

40834-48829
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

Kurt Kersten

Wm. G. Barlow

Stephen Kralj

New Hampshire Colin C Drown

734-676-5988

601-582-3972

775-348-7070
603-447-2106

State/Zip Area Coordinator
New Jersey Herbert Gold
07228-08853 Al Pishioneri

New Mexico
New York
10021-11590
11714-13057
13114-14895

North Carolina

North Dakota
Ohio
43040-44111
44119-45873
Oklahoma
Oregon

Phone

201-569-3079
732-462-8032

Pennsylvania ............c...ccooiiiiiiii,

15003-16063
17921-19464
Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota
Tennessee

75007-75771
76021-77080
77339-78552
77001-77489
77901-78965
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
W.Virginia
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Puerto Rico

Washington DC

England
Netherlands

Jim Thomas
Steve Roat

Russ Lundstrom
James Duckworth

Charles Lee

Joe Hays
Alan Senior

Wayne Jackson

Mary Nell Roos

James Pederson

717-677-0287
215-990-3993
401-253-9097
704-263-8879

972-239-9836

817-293-0439
281-494-2445

435-586-1019

804-966-1445

715-878-4921

446™ BOMB GROUP

e
—%-!%%,

If you would consider becoming a co-ordinator for your zip code area (or any other) please contact Charlie
Lee. 972-239-9836. Place the name and telephone number of your Area co-ordinator in the family Bible and/
or the Group’s Roster’ (space provided inside back cover). This will assure timely notification and 446th
BG representation at the services.
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