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The new Memorial at Margate
As night fell on 27 April 1944, two damaged 

Liberator aircraft returning from pre D-Day raids 
had planned to make emergency landings at RAF 
Manston, but instead both came down just outside 
Margate, on the Kent coast. The first of these air-
craft was No 41-29509, of the 578th Squadron of 
the 392nd Bombardment Group (The Crusaders), 
based at Wendling which made a forced landing 
at 1820 hrs in shallow water at Westgate on Sea.   
The second of the two aircraft had been based at 
Flixton, Bungay: Liberator B24 No. 41-29543, was 
on its ninth mission and was piloted by 1/Lt. Harold 
J. Larson from the 706th Squadron, whose story 

On 27th April 2010, Alison and I represented the 
446th BGA at an open air service of remembrance 
and dedication ceremony for a new memorial to the 

Echoes 
from 
Flixton
By Lester Curtis

has been told in previous editions of the Beachbell 
Echo.  This aircraft collided with the cliff top at 
Cliftonville and was totally destroyed.  There were 
only two survivors, who had managed to bail out on 
their pilot’s orders just before the crash, and they 
were plucked from the water by the Margate Life-
boat.  Part of that aircraft, with two of its engines 
already on fire, reportedly broke over the top of the 
cliff but then fell back onto the shoreline below and 
exploded.  Brave efforts made by the Margate Fire 
Brigade, Police and local people to save the other 
members of the crew were in vain.

USAF Lakenheath Honor Guard
crews of both aircraft, held by the Margate Charter 
Trustees at the seafront War Memorial, Margate.  
Representing the United States Air Force at this 
ceremony were LTC Jeff Price, Asst Air Attaché 
from the US Embassy London, and members of the 
honor guard from USAF Lakenheath.  We joined 
them in a civic parade to the War Memorial, led 
by the Mayor of Margate, where LTC Price laid a 
wreath in memory of the two crews.  Also on pa-
rade were the Mayoral officers, local dignitaries, 
standards of the Royal British legion, and members 
of the civilian services. The event was also well 
supported by a large number of local residents 
and schoolchildren, and was attended by news 
reporters from regional newspapers and television.  
Excerpts can be seen at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=BzqnHprUcIg
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LTC Jeff Price receiving Hafner’s dog tag 
from the Mayor

The day’s events came to an end with LTC Jeff 
Price laying a second wreath and saying a few 
words at the Air Memorial Gardens beside the Spit-
fire and Hurricane Museum at Manston Airport.

LTC Jeff Price laying wreath at Margate

After the dedication ceremony, we walked along 
the cliff top to inspect the new memorial, and af-
terwards gathered at the Mayor’s parlor where dog 
tags belonging to George M Hafner, of 1/Lt. Harold 
J. Larson’s crew, were presented to LTC Jeff Price 
to be returned to the USA.

Other news
The 446th BG Memorial Museum has been 

very busy this year and we expect to have at least 
5,000 visitors on the Royal Air Force Associa-
tion day, 1,000 more than last year.  We have also 
had an increase in school visits wanting to learn 
about WW2 fliers.  So far this year, we have taken 
three veterans’ families and friends around the 
base.  During a visit to Flixton, Linda Logan and 
Carolyn Brookshire, daughters of Robert F Logan 
of 705 Squadron, kindly donated memorabilia to 
the museum.   

If you are planning to make a trip to the UK 
and would like a guided visit to the base and the 
Museum please email me (Lester) at LCurtis571@
aol.com.

446th BG
DUES Reminder

Included with this issue of the BeachBell 
is the annual dues remittance envelope. 

As always, your support of  the 446th As-
sociation guarantees the ongoing benefits 
of being a member.  Dues are $20 annu-
ally and includes 4 quarterly issues of the 
newsletter,  a complete roster every other 
year and valuable information for attend-
ing the reunion among the benefits.  

Should you have any questions regard-
ing your membership, please contact James 
Duckworth at 704-263-8879, e-mail: cold-
uck@netzero.net, or drop a note to : 629 
Mariposa Road, Stanley, N.C. 28164. 

Taking care of dues now will mean one 
less item to consider during Christmas time 
and income tax time.  We look forward to 
your continuing fellowship! 
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Historian’s 
Report
By Bill Davenport

Inquires Received that you may want to be aware 
of.

John D. Biltgen, Red Ass pilot, son-in-law, John 
Waters, 121 Park, Walworth,WI 53184

Harold J. Larson, KIA, nephew, Gary Andres, 
2801 E. Rosser Ave. # 7, Bismark, ND 59501

Joseph Redzek, KIA, step-daughter, Judith John-
son, 1111 Windermere Ave., Roseville, CA 95678

Aubrey Jones, great nephew, Neall Alcott, 141 
Molly Pitcher Way, Depftord, NJ 08096

Lewis E. Pulsipher, KIA, granddaughter, Melin-
da Miller, 8182 Hidden Hollow, Fenton, MI 48430

George C. Harris, nephew, Tony R. Shimin, 1944 
E. 4th Street #2, Long Beach, CA 90801

James S. Dorsey, daughter, Michelle Dorsey 
Walfred, 120 Horseshoe Road, Newark, DE 19711

John R. Kullman and “Wolf Patrol”, grand-
son, Randy Boylstein, 1369 Lazzelle Union Road, 
Maidsville, WV 26541

Carl J. La Monica, Radio Operator, grandson, 
Ryan La Monica, 3389 Dunbar Lane, Fort Mill, SC 
29707

Charles R. Meisle, KIA, grandson, William 
Meisle, 67 N. Church Street, Doylestown, PA 
18901

Eugene (Casey) Lavelle, Daniel Lavelle, 7 Cartel 
Lane, Springbrook Twp. PA 18444

Lt. Verland, Pilot, grandson, SFC. Steve Lakosky 
HHC, 1BCT 3ID, FOB Falcon APO AE09361

B-24 X-plane Simulator, Malcomb Crossland, 
25807 Lewis Ranch Rd, New Braunfels, Tx 78132

Underwood Crew, cousin, Van A. Johnson, P O 
Box 27580, Panama City, FL 32411

Robert Clayton Macy, Pilot, granddaughter, 
Makenna Chambers, 628 North Rios Ave., Solano 
Bch. CA 92075 

John Raab Christman, KIA, grand niece Debo-
rah Chancellor, 1820 N. Spencer Ave., Indianapolis. 
IN 46218

Desmond E. Steele, KIA, cousin Winter Marie 
Ladue, 1777 Shoreline Dr. #312, Alameda, CA 
94501

Robert W. Letke, Karen Rider, 6969 Copper Mtn. 
Ct., Indianapolis IN 46236

Albert G. Riley, KIA, John D. Bybee 601 S. Main 
St., Vermont, IL 61484-9763

Roll of Honor, Through the help of the 2AD 
Library and confirmation from the U S Army Hu-
man resources IDPFs we have verified that Earl B. 
Holly was indeed a member of the 705th BS, 446th 
BG killed on August 26,1944 over enemy territory. 
Unfortunately the aircraft was not identified that he 
was aboard. Can anyone help?

Walter Baron, also on our list was found to have 
been in the 713 BS, 448th BG, killed on December 
31, 1943 in France. His name does not belong on 
our list. Thanks to a query from, John A. Hey, A.v.d. 
Leeuwstraat 12, HS Hengelo, The Netherlands, doing 
research on the Cambridge Cemetery 

Our total remains at 459 with the recent addition 
of Leon Synfelt.

E bay Memorabilia Sale, Collins a collector 
advised of recent offering of 446th material. No 
comment.

Memphis Belle, our friend Beauford Lawson 
wrote to report the seizing of the aircraft from the 
Memphis exhibit for neglect.  After 8-10 year resto-
ration it will be again displayed at an unannounced 

Continued top of next page
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“Remembering My War” is the story of Lt. Col Armentrout’s service and experiences 
during WWII, beginning with his training as an AAC cadet through his 30 missions as a 
B-24 Liberator Pilot.

Paul and his crew were members of the 8th AF 446 

Group, 706th Sq. The last 15 missions were flown as 
a Lead Crew.  After the war, he was a member of the 
Air Force Reserve from 1946 to 1980.

Oliver North, upon receiving this book and then 
reading it, invited Paul and the remaining crew mem-
bers to be part of his War Stories documentary, “B-24 
Bomber Boys”.  The hour program was filmed in Nov 
2005 at the Air Force Museum in Dayton.  It was 
shown on the Fox News channel Feb. 2006 as part of 
the War Stories series.

This 131 page 8 by 11 soft cover book can be 
ordered for $20 plus $5 shipping and handling from 
the following:

Lt. Col. Paul Armentrout
   375 NW Jasper #16
     Dallas, OR 97338
Phone no. 503-831-1132,  email: armtrout5@msn

Remembering My War
Lt. Col. Paul E Armentrout USAF Ret.

location. Fortunately Pima has title to the Bungay 
Buckaroo.

Madingley Memorial Day Ceremony, Ms. 
Phillippa Way of the Duxford Imperial War Mu-
seum again laid a wreathe for the 446th BGA.

Underground, Evaders Stories & Memorials, 
Lucien Giordano, 2AD Memorial Library, Nor-
wich, England. Was sent copy of 446th European 
Memorials dedicated to crews by local folks near 
crash sites.

446th Exhibit @ Pima

The 8th AFHS reunion in July is near Tucson. 

Their News for June 2010 page 9 has the follow-
ing bit.

“Another fabulous display not to be missed is 
the memorabilia collection and historical display 
dedicated to the 446th Bomb Group in Hangar 3. 
This professional display is highlighted with their 
beautiful Consolidated B-24J Liberator, “Bungay 
Buckaroo”.”

The only other WW2 Bomb Group to have a 
display of this type is the B-17 group, 390th also 
at Pima. 

All 446ers should be proud.  #

Historian — Continued from previous page
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Alan Hague of the Norfolk Suffolk museum at Flixton 
has, through the years, been given many pictures by 
our members. He has made a small 60 page book of 

this photographic collection. In his words, “I have attempted to 
portray a day to day existence of all serving at Flixton”.  The 
cost is $15 and  includes postage.  Checks should be made to 
Adam Smith, the American distributor.  The book titled “The 
446th Bomb Group in Suffolk” will be available in October.  
The American distributor is:

	 Adam Smith
	 2398 S. Cannon Drive,  Apt 303
	 Mount Prospect, IL 60056
 	 847-357-8821,
 	 raflad@comcast.net
I have received a copy from Alan and am impressed with 

the job he has done. The pictures and text flow in story fashion.   
It would be a good addition to your 446th library.     

Mary Nell
 

Al Pishioneri’s book titled,  “Me, Mom and 
WWII” has been published by Author-

House.  His service was as a 707th  ball turret 
gunner and armourer on the Robert Powell crew.   
The following is about the book: 

“Hanging beneath a B-24 Liberator in flight, 
in – 40 to 60 degrees below zero weather, bring-
ing his own oxygen and heat with him in this 
hostile environment; a moving target for enemy 
fighters, gives one a unique perspective from 
which to ponder who and what it’s all about.

The author, a veteran of 35 bombing mis-
sions over occupied Europe during World War 
II, recalls his experiences illuminated by the 
insight of a Bachelor of Science in American 
History and 37 ½ years of teaching Social Stud-
ies.  A veteran storyteller and talented artist, he 
weaves his story by chronicling the historical 
events and personal experiences of his service 
life between the actual letters he wrote home 
that were preserved for him by his mother.  His 
original sketches further enrich the tapestry of 

this unique histori-
cal remembrance of 
one soldier’s tour of 
duty in WWII.”

A r e v i e w  o f 
Al’s book states - 
“MR. PISHIONERI 
WEAVES A GREAT 
STORY THAT BRINGS 
YOU THROUGH THE 
TIMES WHEN ‘LOVE 
OF FAMILY’ AND 
‘LOVE OF COUNTRY’ MEANT THE WORLD TO 
THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA.”

 The book can be ordered from the Author-
House Bookstore.  The Book Order Hotline 
number is 1-888-280-7715. The email address 
is bkorders@authorhouse.com.   It can also be 
special ordered from Amazon.com, Barnes & 
Noble, Borders and other book stores.  A further 
note from AuthorHouse is to state the book is 
Print-On-Demand.  The Beachbell editors do 
not have a price.

“Me, Mom and WWII”
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To order:  
Pay by check or money order made out to:  	
	 446th Bomb Group
Send payment and order details to:

Beverly Tucker
2210 Englewood Avenue
Durham, NC  27705

If questions:  call:  919-280-1249 or 
	 email:  b.t@mindspring.com 

Item Size Comments
Cap Adjustable $15
T-Shirt Small $15

Medium “
Large “
X Large “
XXL “
XXXL $20 Special Order

Polo Shirt Small $35
(plain navy Medium $35

shirt with sm Large $35
pocket 446 X Large $35

patch) XXL, XXXL $35
Patches 446th $10

704th Sq $10
705th Sq
706th Sq $10 Coming soon
707th Sq $10

Window Decals $5

Caps, Shirts 
& Patches

At my birthday, last December, I hit the ripe old age 
of 85.  As you know, from my memoirs that you 

ran in the BB, I was the Radio Operator on the Allen 
crew, in the 446th Bomb Group.  We flew 21 combat 
missions.

I have always been able to draw, ever since I can 
remember, but I never really got into doing paintings 
until I retired, and have been  doing a few off and on, 
as I get the time, for about 5 or 6 years.  

Never having done a painting of an aircraft,  I 
recently gave it a try, and of course, because of my 
knowledge of the B-24 Liberator, I guess it was natural 
for me to depict it in some kind of interesting situation.  
This picture was the result. It was painted this month, 
February 2010.  It’s done with Acrylic paint, 16 X 20 
inches on Masonite.

Hal Roth
86 Mirage Blvd., Barnegal, NJ 08005
Phone: 609-660-0459
jerseyman1125@comcast.net

Artist discovered because of his love of the B-24
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State/Zip               Area Coordinator           Phone 	

Alabama 	 Tim Taylor 	 251-267-3879	
 Alaska 	 Jerry Ganopole 	 907-277-7887	
Arizona 				  
Arkansas 			 
California  .............................................................	
   90045-91780 				  
   92014-92383 	 Keith L. Babcock 	 619-444-4714
   92388-93433 	 Bill Davenport 	 714-832-2829
   93446-95223 
Colorado 	 John Sampson	 303-932-9932	
Connecticut	 Walter Stelkovis	 203-397-2464
Delaware 
Florida ..................................................................
   32008-32725
   32726-33138	 Max Minear 	 386-775-3516
   33301-33853 	 John W. Hill 	 727-522-2412
	 Bruno L. Barbi 	 813-465-5075
   33904-34982 	 Betty McMahon 	 941-625-0370
Georgia 	 Link Veazey 	 770-972-5883
Hawaii 	 John T. Goss 	 808-732-3653
Idaho 	 Paul Kelly 	 208-432-5265
Illinois...................................................................   	
   60004-60558 	 Cal Chany 	 847-255-7325
   60611-62946
Indiana
Iowa 
Kansas 	
Kentucky
Louisiana 	
Maine
Maryland 	 Ted Tate 	 301-775-2291
Massachusetts
Michigan ..............................................................
   40834-48829 	 Kurt Kersten 	 734-676-5988
Minnesota
Mississippi 	 Wm. G. Barlow 	 601-582-3972
Missouri 	
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada 	 Stephen Kralj 	 775-348-7070
New Hampshire 	Colin C Drown 	 603-447-2106

New Jersey 	 Herbert Gold	 201-569-3079
   07228-08853 	 Al Pishioneri 	 732-462-8032
New Mexico
New York  .............................................................
   10021-11590
   11714-13057 
   13114-14895 
North Carolina 	 James Duckworth   	 704-263-8879
North Dakota 					   
Ohio  .....................................................................
   43040-44111 				  
   44119-45873 				  
Oklahoma 	 David Weldon	 918-914-0943
Oregon
Pennsylvania ........................................................
   15003-16063 	 Jim Thomas 	 717-677-0287
   17921-19464 	 Steve Roat 	 215-990-3993
Rhode Island 	 Russ Lundstrom 	 401-253-9097	
South Carolina 	 James Duckworth	 704-263-8879 	
South Dakota 		   			 
Tennessee 					   
Texas ....................................................................	
   75007-75771 	 Charles Lee 	 972-239-9836
   76021-77080 		   		
   77339-78552 	 Joe Hays 	 817-293-0439
   77001-77489 	 Alan Senior 	 281-494-2445
   77901-78965 		
Utah 	 Wayne Jackson	 435-586-1019
Vermont 		   			 
Virginia 	 Mary Nell Roos 	 804-966-1445	
W.Virginia
Washington 		   	
Wisconsin 	 James Pederson 	 715-878-4921	
Wyoming 		
Puerto Rico 		   			 
Washington DC	
England
Netherlands 

Deceased Notification Program 

If you would consider becoming a co-ordinator for your zip code area (or any other) please contact Charlie 
Lee. 972-239-9836. Place the name and telephone number of your Area co-ordinator in the family Bible and/
or the Group’s Roster’ (space provided inside back cover). This will assure timely notification and 446th 
BG representation at the services. 

State/Zip               Area Coordinator           Phone 	


