








Historian’s
Report

By Bill Davenport

Here we go again with the queries, etc. received
recently for you to help with. Most of these folks
are learning about their relatives for the first
time.

With each KIA I say a prayer to the Good Lord
for looking after me and bringing me home to the
life I have.

S/Sgt. Ernest B. Lanier, KIA, Nephew, Charles
Lanier, 916 Old Louisville Road, Millen, GA
30442.

Clell Mc Mullin, 704 BS, Grand daughter,
Hope Mc¢ Mullin, 3811 W. Bingham Creek Drive,
West Jordan, UT 84088.

December 24, 1944 Mission, Dutch A F Mem-
ber, SGT. J.A.(Joost) de Raaf, Vakersdonk220A.,
7326LN Apeldoom, The Netherlands.

S/Sgt. Gerald J. Miller, KIA, Grand daughter,
Samantha Hylton, 136 Lyttleton Lane, Madison
Heights, VA 24572.

Sgt. John J. Jaffe, 704 BS, KIA, Nephew,
John Jaffee, 52574 Jackie Lane, South Bend, IN
46637.

This is a repeat: FO Martin Rubin, 706 BS,
KIA, Nephew, Martin Rubin, 9400 NW 16th St.,
Plantation, FL 33322.

Sgt. Robert L. Carpenter, WG, Son, Chris-
topher R. Carpenter, P O Box 143,Norwich, NY
13815.

Lt. Richard J. Paquette, 704 BS CP, Grand-

nephew, Trevor De Roche, 1005 W. Morgan St,
Duluth, MN 55811.
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May 12, 1944 Mission, Historian, Gerhard
Kaschuba, Carl-von-Linde-StraBe 7, 85716 Un-
terschleiBheim, Germany.

Other items to note:

Copies of Casten’s, “The Sky was Their Battle-
field” were left at the National D-Day Museum in
New Orleans during our recent reunion.

70th Anniversary Celebration of the Activation
of the 446th Bombardment Group (H) will take
place May 15-20, 2013 in Tucson, AZ where it all
started for the soon to be “Buckaroos”

Mark your Calendars Now.
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Book
“Corner

with Mary Nell Roos

Wings of Words

By Mary Nell Roos

“Read any good books lately?” Have you
asked or been asked that question? Usually, the
questioning party is motivated by the desire to
make conversation. A good friend of ours when
in a social situation with persons just met will ask,
“What are your two all time favorite books?” He
asked that of Jack and me on our first meeting
almost twenty years ago and I must admit, I was
stumped as to what books I have read which were
my two all time favorites, but his question opened
up a personal venue for me to discover just what
mine were. My favorites are usually about WWII.
Particularly, anything on the OSS and of course, the
8™ Air Force and its men. By the way, our friend’s
were — “Bodyguard of Lies” by Anthony Cave
Brown and “The Making of the Atomic Bomb”
by Richard Rhodes. “Bodyguard ---““ is about
the deception and secrets surrounding D-Day and
Rhodes book on the atomic bomb certainly touches
on WWIL

The above comments are an entre to this new
feature in the Beachbell — “Book Corner”. Its
purpose is to inform you of books written either
new or in the past with subject matter relating to
WWII. There will be Book Reviews, comments
on books available now and those that are out of
print but still available (sometimes) on Amazon and
E Bay. I want to hear about your favorite WWII
books and, of course, any reviews of those titles.
They must be related to WWII or had WWII the
causative factor in the subject matter of the book.
Contact info for this column is Mary Nell Roos,
5491 Tyshire Parkway, Providence Forge, VA
23140. Email is jmnroos@yverion.net and phone
is 804-966-1445.
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Many of you will already have read or have
knowledge of the titles we will share in the com-
ing issues but others (especially our second gen-
eration members) may not know the references
available.

The September issue of this column will feature
the titles of some out of print books which feature,
in part, 446 history, men and planes.

Bill Gaddie is the guest reviewer for this issue.
Bill’s brother, Laurence Gaddie was killed in a
446™ training accident in Denver 26 September
1943. #

“UNBROKEN”

by Laura Hillenbrand

A WWII Story of Survival, Resilience, and
Redemption.

Unbroken is a biography of
Louie Zamperini who was a world
class track star at the University
of Southern California. His coach
compared him to Seabiscuit. He
was that good. He competed in
the 1938 Olympics in Berlin and
was training for the 1940 games
to be held in Tokyo. The games
were canceled and Zamperini would three years
later wind up in Japan, not as a track star, but
as a brutally abused prisoner of war. Although
“Unbroken” is a biography, it reads more like a
mystery novel.

August 19, 1942 begins his odyssey to Japan.
He becomes an Air Force Lieutenant Navigator on a
B-24 Liberator bomber. On May 27, 1943 the B-24
“Green Hornet” crashed into the Pacific Ocean. At
high speed, the nose and left wing hit first and the
plane blew apart. Only three survived — the pilot,
Zamperini and an enlisted man who later dies.

Thus begins a 48 day test of survival on a vast
ocean with no food, water or protection from the
elements. Sharks were with them the whole time.
At night the sharks would rub their backs on the
bottom of the raft, as if to say we are still here.

In 48 days the raft with its cargo of two nearly
dead men had drifted 2000 miles in to the area
of the Marshall Islands. At that time this area of

Continued on page 23

LAURA

HILLENBRAND
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Crew from the Dinky Duck display their messages to Hitler.

Remembering My War
Lt. Col. Paul E Armentrout USAF Ret.

“Remembering My War” is the story of Lt. Col Armentrout’s service and experiences dur-
ing WWII, beginning with his training as an AAC cadet
through his 30 missions as a B-24 Liberator Pilot.

Paul and his crew were members of the 8" AF 446 Bt Bt il
Group, 706" Sq. The last 15 missions were flown as a Lead ;
Crew. After the war, he was a member of the Air Force Rementer "y /”f War
Reserve from 1946 to 1980.

Oliver North, upon receiving this book and then reading
it, invited Paul and the remaining crew members to be part
of his War Stories documentary, “B-24 Bomber Boys”.
The hour program was filmed in Nov 2005 at the Air Force
Museum in Dayton. It was shown on the Fox News chan-
nel Feb. 2006 as part of the War Stories series.

This 131 page 8 by 11 soft cover book can be ordered for
$20 plus $5 shipping and handling from the following: v gj;;éi:;’ g

Lt. Col. Paul Armentrout

375 NW Jasper #16
Dallas, OR 97338
Phone no. 503-831-1132, email: armtroutS@msn
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lan Hague of the Norfolk Suffolk museum at Flixton
Ahas, through the years, been given many pictures by

our members. He has made a small 60 page book of
this photographic collection. In his words, “I have attempted to
portray a day to day existence of all serving at Flixton”. The
costis $15 and includes postage. Checks should be made to
Adam Smith, the American distributor. The book titled “The
446™ Bomb Group in Suffolk” will be available in October.

The American distributor is:
Adam Smith
2398 S. Cannon Drive, Apt 303
Mount Prospect, IL 60056
847-357-8821,
raflad@comcast.net

I have received a copy from Alan and am impressed with
the job he has done. The pictures and text flow in story fashion.

By Peter Bodie & Alan Hagwe

It would be a good addition to your 446th library.

Mary Nell

“Me, Mom and WWII”

1 Pishioneri’s book titled, “Me, Mom and

WWII” has been published by Author-
House. His service was as a 707" ball turret
gunner and armourer on the Robert Powell crew.
The following is about the book:

“Hanging beneath a B-24 Liberator in flight,
in—40 to 60 degrees below zero weather, bring-
ing his own oxygen and heat with him in this
hostile environment; a moving target for enemy
fighters, gives one a unique perspective from
which to ponder who and what it’s all about.

The author, a veteran of 35 bombing mis-
sions over occupied Europe during World War
I, recalls his experiences illuminated by the
insight of a Bachelor of Science in American
History and 37 Y4 years of teaching Social Stud-
ies. A veteran storyteller and talented artist, he
weaves his story by chronicling the historical
events and personal experiences of his service
life between the actual letters he wrote home
that were preserved for him by his mother. His
original sketches further enrich the tapestry of

this unique histori-

cal remembrance of | ¥ 5 =
one soldier’s tour of ‘M -

' e, Mom, and
duty in WWIL” y :

A review of
Al’s book states -
“MR. PISHIONERI
WEAVES A GREAT
STORYTHATBRINGS
YOU THROUGH THE
TIMES WHEN ‘LOVE
OF FAMILY’ AND
‘LOVE OF COUNTRY’ MEANT THE WORLD TO
THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA.”

The book can be ordered from the Author-
House Bookstore. The Book Order Hotline
number is 1-888-280-7715. The email address
is bkorders@authorhouse.com. It can also be
special ordered from Amazon.com, Barnes &
Noble, Borders and other book stores. A further
note from AuthorHouse is to state the book is
Print-On-Demand. The Beachbell editors do

not have a price.

World War 11

Albert F. Pishioneri
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“UNBROKEN” — Continued from page 20

by Laura Hillenbrand

the Pacific belonged to the Japanese. A Japanese
bomber discovers the men and strafes them twice,
missing both times. A short time later, a Japanese
patrol boat picks them up and delivers them to a
POW camp on Kwajalein Island.

This was the beginning of the brutality and
inhumane treatment forced on the prisoners. For
approximately two years Louie Zamperini endured
beatings. The extremely short rations of food and
putrid water made the chances of survival that
much worse. The camp commander who was nick
named “the bird” by the inmates, had a knack of
finding Zamperini in a crowd of about 600 to de-
liver special torment. Mostly it was being punched
in the face and caned until bloody.

Eventually, Zamperini was sent to Tokyo and
unfortunately, his tormentor was transferred to
the same camp. The beatings continued until the
end of the war.

What became of all the characters will be re-
vealed only by reading the book? The book will

be hard to put down as the B-24 is really one of the
principal parts. You will see that the good and bad
parts of the Liberator as documented follows the
same path as those of the 446™ Bomb Group.

Bill Gaddie, 8500 Colony Creek Ct. Tigard, OR
97224-8176, 503-639-1930. Email is bill.gaddie
@gmail.com. #

Transporting a bomb out for loading in a B-24

C a p S, S h i rts ‘ Item Siz'e Comments
Cap Adjustable | $15
& P t h T-Shirt Small 315
a C es Medium “
Large
X Large
s Eagy, XXL
XXXL 320 | Special Order
Polo Shirt Small 335
o e (plain navy | Medium $35
TO Ol‘d er: shirt with sm | Large 335
Pay by check or money order made out to: pocket 446 | X Large 835
446" Bomb Group patch) XL, XXXL | 835
Send payment and order details to: Patches 446th 810
Beverly Tucker 704th Sq 310
2210 Englewood Avenue 705th Sq
Durham, NC 27705 706th Sq 310
If questions: call: 919-280-1249 or 707th Sq $10
email: b.t@mindspring.com Window Decals $5
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Deceased Notification Program

Phone

251-267-3879
907-277-7887

State/Zip Area Coordinator

Alabama Tim Taylor

Alaska Jerry Ganopole

Arizona

Arkansas

California ............cccccvvvvviviviiiiiiiiiii

90045-91780
92014-92383
92388-93433
93446-95223
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

Keith L. Babcock
Bill Davenport

John Sampson
Walter Stelkovis

619-444-4714
714-832-2829

303-932-9932
203-397-2464

Florida ........ccooooiiiiiiee e,

32008-32725
32726-33138
33301-33853

33904-34982
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho

Max Minear
John W. Hill
Bruno L. Barbi
Betty McMahon
Link Veazey
John T. Goss
Paul Kelly

386-775-3516
727-522-2412
813-465-5075
941-625-0370
770-972-5883
808-732-3653
208-432-5265

THHNOIS. ...

60004-60558
60611-62946
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts

Cal Chany

Ted Tate

847-255-7325

301-775-2291

Michigan ..........ccoooviiiiiiii e,

40834-48829
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

Kurt Kersten

Wm. G. Barlow

Stephen Kralj

New Hampshire Colin C Drown

734-676-5988

601-582-3972

775-348-7070
603-447-2106

State/Zip Area Coordinator
New Jersey Herbert Gold
07228-08853 Al Pishioneri

New Mexico
New York
10021-11590
11714-13057
13114-14895

North Carolina

North Dakota
Ohio
43040-44111
44119-45873
Oklahoma
Oregon

Phone

201-569-3079
732-462-8032

Pennsylvania ............c...ccooiiiiiiii,

15003-16063
17921-19464
Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota
Tennessee

75007-75771
76021-77080
77339-78552
77001-77489
77901-78965
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
W.Virginia
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Puerto Rico

Washington DC

England
Netherlands

Jim Thomas
Steve Roat

Russ Lundstrom
James Duckworth

Charles Lee

Joe Hays
Alan Senior

Wayne Jackson

Mary Nell Roos

James Pederson

717-677-0287
215-990-3993
401-253-9097
704-263-8879

972-239-9836

817-293-0439
281-494-2445

435-586-1019

804-966-1445

715-878-4921

446™ BOMB GROUP

e
—%-!%%,

If you would consider becoming a co-ordinator for your zip code area (or any other) please contact Charlie
Lee. 972-239-9836. Place the name and telephone number of your Area co-ordinator in the family Bible and/
or the Group’s Roster’ (space provided inside back cover). This will assure timely notification and 446th
BG representation at the services.
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